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DUBAI, Feb 5, 2008 (AFP) - 

Asian exporting countries, mainly China, should provide enough information about their exports to help in the fight against counterfeiting, the head of the World Customs Organisation said Tuesday. 

WCO secretary general Michel Danet said a transit hub like the Gulf emirate of Dubai could not curb the transiting of counterfeits if exporting countries did not cooperate. 

"The problem for the emirate is making sure that all this trade is moving while still respecting internatinal laws," he told AFP on the sidelines of a conference on combating counterfeiting and piracy held in Dubai. 

"If Dubai cannot rely on the cooperation of Asian countries and (mainly) China when there are 11 million containers (being handled annually in the emirate), not everything can be checked," he said. 

He said the WCO and its partners, who took part in the fourth global congress to combat counterfeiting that ended Tuesday, want to see cooperation between exporting and importing countries, including the transiting hubs. 

In Dubai "they are trying to manage the problem. They have put in place the needed legislation and the teams ... but they don't have information about what is arriving from China," for example, he said. 

The city state Jebel Ali Free Zone is home to the largest man-made port in the world that handle the biggest container ships. Dubai ports handled some 8.92 million TEU (twenty-foot equivalent units) in 2006. 

David Benjamin, co-chair of Business Action to Stop Counterfeiting and Piracy, urged conference participants to call for "shutting down piracy in free trade zones" worldwide, among other measures to fight counterfeiting. 

Danet told a press conference earlier that Arab countries are cooperating to fight global counterfeiting, adding that the WCO has established cooperation with the Arab League and the Gulf Cooperation Council. 

"The GCC countries have understood what is at stake and they ... don't want to be contaminated by illicit goods," he said. 

"Counterfeiting today kills people," Danet said, pointing out that medicines are also being counterfeited. 
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UAE emirate Dubai is currently hosting the 4th Global Congress on Combating Counterfeiting and Piracy, which will last until February 5, 2008, local media reported. 

Over 1,000 officials from 60 states and customs authorities are attending the three-day event. 

According to lecturers at the conference, the global market of counterfeit products is estimated at over 500 bln euro ($740.8 bln euro) and forms between 8.0 pct and 10 pct of the global trade. 

There are locations in the world, where over 90 pct of all offered products are fake -- for example auto spare parts in Africa. 

As Qatar News Digest reported on December 17, 2007, some 19 countries from the Middle East and North Africa managed to subdue their piracy rate in 2007. Intellectual piracy, including software thefts, totaled $2.0 bln (1.35 bln euro) in the Middle East. 
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Dubai: Counterfeiting remains a growing problem in various economies today because government officials are not motivated enough to wage an all-out war against it. 

This point was made on Sunday by David Benjamin, co-chair of the Business Action to Stop Counterfeiting and Piracy at the Fourth Global Congress on Combating Counterfeiting and Piracy in Dubai. 

"To me, what has been clearly lacking from the government sector is involvement of the CEOs of our governments. 

"We haven't motivated our leaders to take the steps that must be taken. We must have government leadership," Benjamin told the more than 1,000 delegates from 90 countries. 

"In its simplest form, counterfeiting and piracy is driven by high profits and low risks, both of which can only be remedied by sound legal structures and effective enforcement. 

"Policymakers must stand up and make Intellectual Property (IP) enforcement a priority. They must put in place strong laws and penalties," Benjamin added. 

The congress seeks to put more teeth into the worldwide campaign against the trade in fake goods and the infringement of intellectual property rights. 

"It is expected to identify concrete solutions to the global problems generated by the growth in counterfeiting and piracy and to further raise awareness of the serious impact this illegal trade has on the health and safety of consumers," said WCO Secretary-General Michel Danet. 

Michael Keplinger, dep-uty director-general of the World Intellectual Property Organisation, said that based on the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development's 2007 report, there is an "alarming expansion" in the types of products that are now targets of illicit trade. 

Keplinger said the trade in life-threatening counterfeit medicines has been estimated to account for 30 per cent of sales in parts of Africa, Asia and Latin America. 

He said global sales of fake medicines will rise to about $75 billion by 2010, an increase of 90 per cent from 2005. 

Quoting a 2007 report by the OECD, the European Union's Head of Intellectual Property, Luc Devigne said the global market for fake products could be as high as $200 billion a year. 

Europe has witnessed a 500 per cent annual increase in the number of counterfeit medicines, the most traded fake product in the region. 
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