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Part 1 – Relating to the Deliberations Pertaining to the International Conference

WHEREAS

The Government of Italy, its administrations, agencies and private sector partners have identified the illegal trade of counterfeit products: 


1. Is a major problem causing significant harm to Italian national and business interests through the loss of tax and company revenues, diversion of government resources, higher costs for law enforcement activities and negative impacts on economic development, employment and investment;


2. Is increasingly controlled by cross-border criminal organisations;


3. May promote widespread corruption and other illicit phenomena;


4. May endanger the health, safety and security of consumers. 



NOTING THE FOLLOWING FACTORS

1. Italy has adopted a number of specific legislative initiatives to combat counterfeiting such as:

· The establishment, within the Ministry of Productive Activities, of a National Committee for the Fight against Counterfeiting responsible for the monitoring of the phenomena on the infringements of intellectual and industrial property rights, for the co-ordination and analysis of the measures to fight them, as well as for assisting businesses in the protection against unfair commercial practices;

· The assignment of specific criminal and administrative powers to the Guardia di Finanza specifically in order to protect intellectual and industrial property rights;

· The action of the Italian Customs Agency has been enhanced by providing it tools to more effectively combat products suspected of violating intellectual property rights and, through the establishment of multimedia databanks, better enforcement against counterfeiters and better protection of legitimate products.

2. The development of a closer partnership between the Italian Customs Agency and the associations and entities representing commercial interests to more effectively combat the counterfeit trade particularly through risk analysis models and more widespread and effective use of computers;


3. The criminal and administrative actions the Guardia di Finanza have been strengthened through Memoranda of Understanding that it has signed with professional associations and entities for investigative purposes;


4. The adoption, by the Italian Ministry of Agricultural and Forestry Policies, at the national, Community and international levels initiatives to identify procedures, administrative rules, tools and techniques to facilitate conditions for fair and healthy competition. These initiatives will improve the protection of appellations of origin which are key to the Italian agricultural and food sector;

5. Units of Carabinieri specialising in the safety of food, prescription drugs and other products (NAS) have been given specific tasks in order to combat those forms of counterfeit products which could endanger public health, such as drug or food adulteration.


These combined legislative and organisational measures are improving the effectiveness and efficiency of the Italian authorities in the fight against the trafficking of counterfeit goods. The continuing commitment of all the Italian civil and military law enforcement bodies is to be encouraged and supported by all the public and private stakeholders involved in combating counterfeiting.


CONCLUDES

The International Conference of Rome provided an important opportunity for global leaders from the public and private sectors to enhance cooperation and build upon the common strategies that were identified in the First Global Congress on Combating Counterfeiting held in Brussels earlier this year.

AND RECOMMENDS

1. Adopting integrated strategies, plans and actions between the relevant public and private bodies at all levels in the fight against counterfeiting;

2. Generating a greater and more widespread level of information to make consumers more aware of the damages caused by counterfeiting to the health safety and security of citizens and to the negative impact on national economies in terms of employment and economic development.


3. The Customs Director Generals from customs administrations in Italy and its key trading partners will jointly recommend to the WCO Policy Commission that more focus and resources be applied against the counterfeit trade. 
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Part 2 – Relating to the Deliberations Pertaining to the Global Congress Steering 
              Committee

WHEREAS

1. As noted in the Outcome Statement from the First Global Congress on Combating Counterfeiting, the trade in counterfeits is a large and growing problem and requires Governments at all levels to place a higher priority against it.

2. There is widespread concern about the negative social and economic impacts of counterfeiting and the demonstrated linkages with international organized crime groups;


3. Many countries and regions are expressing similar alarm and have requested assistance in raising awareness about, and improving their capabilities to better deal with, the problems associated with counterfeiting;


4. Companies and private sector have expressed strong support for strategies and actions emanating from the First Global Congress on Combating Counterfeiting.

NOTING THE FOLLOWING FACTORS

1. Some encouraging progress has been made in raising awareness of the counterfeit issue, but the problem continues to grow and there is consequently a need to engage all Governments at the highest levels. 

2. The three principal international agencies of the Anti-Counterfeit Global Congress Steering Committee – Interpol, The World Customs Organization and the World Intellectual Property Organization – and their private sector partners, notably the Global Business Leaders Alliance Against Counterfeiting (GBLAAC) and the International Security Management Association (ISMA) have reconfirmed their cooperation and support for a dynamic public/private sector partnership at the International Conference in Rome;


3. The Global Congress Steering Committee was formally established following the Global Congress in Brussels last May and has met several times since then to establish its mandate, structure and priorities;


4. Progress, in a relatively short period of time, has also been made in the following areas: Interpol’s comprehensive initiative against counterfeiting; the WCO’s approach to capacity building and international strategy to deal with the illegal cross-border trafficking of counterfeit products trade and its security and facilitation initiative to secure the international supply chain; WIPO's work to convince Governments of the need for effective enforcement systems and the advantages of entrusting judges with special experience with decisions in IP cases;

5. There has been a dramatic increase in industry awareness of the problem of counterfeiting and the need for a more coordinated industry approach to find solutions.
CONCLUDES
There is the demand and need for the Steering Committee to establish comprehensive actions plans, communicate effectively with all relevant stakeholders, further raise awareness on the problems associated with counterfeiting and reach out to countries and regions to assist in their capacity building efforts.




AND RECOMMENDS


1. Calling upon all Governments at the highest levels to place a greater priority against counterfeiting and allocate additional resources in the fight against it.

2. Developing a strategy for the Steering Committee to follow and an Action Plan for the Steering Committee to lead;


3. Successfully concluding the establishment the Interpol initiative against counterfeiting by the end of 2004 and increasing Interpol’s IP crime operational capabilities throughout 2005;


4. Implementation of the WCO Diagnostic Framework for Capacity Building in order to improve the effectiveness of anti-counterfeiting capabilities;


5. Accepting the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC), the International Trademarks Association (INTA), Interpol’s Intellectual Property Crime Action Group, and the WCO IPR Strategic Group as stakeholders taking part in the Congress Steering Committee meetings;


6. Supporting efforts to obtain OECD agreement to conduct a global study on the impact of counterfeiting;


7. Providing information to governments, their agencies and the private sector on the global counterfeiting problem and solutions being undertaken and/or contemplated.


8. Producing regular reports to stakeholders on progress made on the Congress recommendations and new initiatives, particularly with regard to:

· Threats posed by organized criminal networks;

· Threats to global security;

· Threats to consumer health and safety;


9. Staging a Regional Event in China in November 2004 and Brazil in May 2005;


10. Planning for the Second Global Congress on Combating Counterfeiting in the fall of 2005.  

