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Your Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum:

Secretary General Danet:

Secretary General Noble:

Deputy Director General Kiplinger:

Distinguished guests and attendees:

A very good afternoon to you all.

We all know … that Dubai is making history THROUGH ITS STUNNING AND WORLD BEATING construction projects ALL AROUND US... At the same time … at this 4th Global Congress we are all witnessing that this glorious business city is also taking on this massive problem of trademark counterfeiting. 

IN KEEPING WITH ITS LEADERSHIP IN ISSUES AFFECTING GLOBAL TRADE, IT IS GREAT TO SEE THAT the leaders of dubai HAVE BROUGHT together ALL the stake holders by hosting the 4th global congress on combatting counterfeiting & piracy. This surely will pay oFf in the form of increased goodwill and respect for them.
The life blood of Dubai is AND ALWAYS HAS BEEN trade and through this platform … we are all gathered here to proclaim that we all want to trade in real and legitimate goods; … AND that we all want to STAMP OUT  counterfeit and illegal goods.

Whether we belong to public sector … whether we belong to private sector … we all know WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE to defeat counterfeiters and we are all here to share those best practices to guide and equip each other.
THE International Trademark Association OR INTA reinforces the message HERE today that the most important common goal for all of us is now to agree ON new solutions at A global level to combat trademark counterfeiting. in this context, INTA is very pleased to note the recently announced launch of negotiations towards a nEW TREATY KNOWN AS THE anticounterfeiting TRADE AGREEMENT OR ACTA. INTA STANDS READY TO PROVIDE THE BUSINESS INPUT TO THESE NEGOTIATIONS TOGETHER WITH THE OTHER LEADING PRIVATE SECTOR ORGANISATIONS ON THE STEERING COMMITTEE
over the next three days … more than six dozen celebrated panelists will be recommending many useful strategies … and i am sure that we will leave this congress filled with passion and brilliant ideas to further suppress the crime of counterfeiting.

AND … crime it is … a very serious one … that needs to be addressed with APPROPRIATELY strong sanctions THAT FIT THE CRIME… and today, on behalf of INTA, I would like to propose a few sanctions that, according to INTA carry huge potential to give heavy blow to the counterfeiters.

Firstly, INTA proposes that the crime of counterfeiting must be recognized as a trans-national organized crime … because counterfeiters are often organized as criminal groups THAT bring about significant negative SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC consequences worldwide ...  Because counterfeiting criminal groups cross national borders and frequently affect many countries at once. Thus, counterfeiting,  most certainly is a trans-national organized crime,
Secondly, INTA proposes criminalization of the laundering of the proceeds of crime resulting from counterfeiting and confiscation of such proceeds … INTA believes that the criminalization of the conduct from which substantial illicit profits are made does not by itself adequately punish or deter professionally organized counterfeiting groups.  Even if arrested and convicted, some offenders keep enjoying their illegal gains for their personal use and for maintaining the operations of their criminal enterprises.  Despite some sanctions, the perception is likely to remain that crime pays in such circumstances and that governments are ineffective in removing the means for the continuation of activity by criminal groups even if individuals are convicted and incarcerated. Thus, practical measures to keep offenders from profiting from their crimes are necessary.  Therefore, INTA urges that strong confiscation regimes are put in place that provide for the identification, freezing, seizure and confiscation of the money and ASSETS acquired as a result of trademark counterfeiting. this would ensure that counterfeiters are not profiting from their crimes … IT would be a back- breaker and will hurt counterfeiters where it hurts – in their pockets
And finally, INTA urges nations to treat the crime of trademark counterfeiting as an extraditable offence so that the die hard counterfeiters are not able to conduct thir criminal enterprize in safe havens that exist due to any jurisdictional defects in international criminal law. This will increase the possibility that no serious trademark counterfeiting crime will go unpunished and all parts of the crime are punished wherever they take place.
INTA looks forward to continuing its work within the steering group, and indeed the entire congress, towards success in the global fight against counterfeiting.

I am greatful for the opportunity to address this distinguished congress.
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