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Introduction
Thank you

· Your Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum:

· Secretary General Danet

· Secretary General Noble

· Deputy Director General Kiplinger

· Mr. Heath

· Guests
· I’m honored to address this Congress – representing the International Chamber of Commerce and the BASCAP initiative.

· We are one of your co-hosts because we believe that the Congress can be an effective mechanism for advancing progress against the theft of intellectual property…a catalyst for change.
Dubai is on the right track
· We should all be pleased with the remarks of His Highness Sheikh Mohammed.
 Based on what he said here today and what he has been saying to the public in recent months, his vision for Dubai, for the Gulf region, and for our young people clearly depends on a strong relationship between Intellectual Property and economic growth.

· Clearly, this is what His Highness means when he describes Dubai as "Catalyst Inc." 

· When he speaks of the 80 million young people seeking jobs in the Arab world –

· I hear a leader who recognizes that the jobs of the future will be IP-based jobs and that Intellectual Property will be behind Dubai’s future growth, just as transportation and tourism are behind today’s phenomenal growth. 

· When Sheikh Mohammed speaks of a government that provides ethics-based regulatory system –

· I hear him describing a legal framework that protects intellectual property and recognizes that effective IP regulation and enforcement are the fundamental building blocks of a vibrant, modern economy.

· When he speaks of a government that stimulates economic growth –

· I hear a recognition that Intellectual Property is an essential capital input that is just as important to economic growth as buildings and machinery. As local companies seek to deliver products and services to the marketplace, they will invest more and more in “intellectual capital” that must be protected.
· When he speaks of a Dubai where people’s lives are better through smart capitalism, willpower and positive energy –

· I hear the notion of responsibility that looks at the long-term greater good, the value of Intellectual Property, and recognizes that corporate responsibility does not just refer to shareholders, but to all entities involved in delivering goods to the marketplace. In a global, digitized world, the cooperation and good faith of all parties is essential.
· The Sheikh’s vision for Catalyst Inc. is critical for Dubai and for the world – at risk is every sector of our economy where creativity, innovation, and invention drive the creation of economic value and of high-wage jobs.
IP protection is still not a priority

· Unfortunately, many governments have still not heard our message – or they have chosen not to act.

· IP protection is still not a priority

· For example,

· The general view on TRIPS is that the actual protection and enforcement of IP rights on the ground in many countries fall far short of their obligations.
· G8 declarations on IP protection have been an exercise in platitudes while their countries are home to open markets for counterfeit goods – failure to enact laws, failure to enforce laws, failure to bring offenders to bring offenders to trial and failure to render effective penalties.

· Pirates continue to use and abuse our free trade zones. 
· And, the internet is rife with fake and unsafe products. Consumers are actually dying from fake medicines and foods… and no one is stopping it.

We must have government leadership

· Yes, public – private partnerships can help. And yes, more and more governments are beginning to focus on counterfeiting and piracy … we are even starting to see improvements in some countries in stronger enforcement programs.
· But in its simplest form, counterfeiting and piracy are driven by high profits and low risk – both of which are traditionally remedied with sound legal structures and enforcement.

· Policy makers must stand up and make IP enforcement a priority. They must put in place strong laws and penalties to curb theft of intellectual property.  

Let’s start with the G8

· Since I’m not here to hold anyone to a standard that I would not hold to my own country, let’s start with the G8.

· This past Summer, BASCAP called upon each of the Prime Ministers of the G8 countries to take concrete actions to end the increasing damage being done by counterfeiting and piracy.
· Our recommendations were clear and our urgency was primary – calling for:

· Shut down all known counterfeit and pirate markets in G8 countries, including Internet sites.

· Prohibit transshipment of counterfeits through free trade zones – Free trade zones were established to facilitate trade and development – not to harbor illegal operatives. This activity must be stopped.

· Strictly enforce laws against counterfeiting and adopt tough criminal sanctions and penalties that deter intellectual property theft

· Endorse customs standards and minimum performance for border protection

· Unfortunately, the G8 communiqué gave rather modest attention to these recommendations and there has been little or no follow on work since the last Summit.  We stand ready to work with any and all of the G8 member governments to put some concrete action steps in motion before the next G8 meeting in Japan.
· It is incumbent upon governments around the world to take concrete actions to curb this illegal activity – and we believe that it is critical for G8 governments to set a precedent of clear political determination.

And how about TRIPS?

· TRIPS was a first attempt to establish a set of minimum standards for legal systems and enforcement measures for protecting intellectual property.
·  While TRIPS is recognized as a good starting point, the general view is that compliance in most countries falls far short of expectations, especially when it comes to actual protection and enforcement of IP rights.
· Members are not bound to implementing the guidelines and there has been considerable debate and evidence that TRIPS has not effectively advanced IP protection.

· The EU, for one, has petitioned the TRIPS Council to carefully examine compliance with the enforcement provisions of TRIPS.

· We need to understand the main problems, difficulties and shortcomings that so many countries are having – and we need recommendations on ways to improve the situation – for instance by laying down benchmarks to evaluate progress.

· It’s time the World Trade Organization, WTO member countries and the TRIPS Council to stand behind the TRIPS provisions—if for no other reason than to highlight those few places where it’s working…..

The problem is complex

· Clearly, solving the problem can be complex.
· As evidence, we can look at the Czech border situation – which introduces immigration and border issues to the problem.
· Still, after years of talking with governments, the 70 illegal markets selling counterfeit and pirated goods continue to that operate in flagrant violation of the law, right in the heart of the European Union.

· What will it take to get governments to simply shut down these outlets for millions of fake goods?

· [Optional] How embarrassing does the situation have to get before real actions are taken?

Is this Congress the catalyst?
· Getting back to Sheikh Mohammed’s notion of Catalyst Incorporated…
· What will it take for governments to make commitments to solutions that work?

· Can this Congress provide the Catalyst needed to force change?  To put a stop to the piracy of intellectual property?
· If we do not step up our efforts to protect the foundation of future economic growth, our nations and our children have a bleak future. This issue needs to be moved up on the agenda of every government and every business leader.
· So I’d like to hear some strong recommendations this week – 

· for shutting down piracy in free trade zones,

· for eliminating fake and unsafe goods from the internet,

· for more aggressive enforcement and stiffer penalties 

· Then let’s broadcast these conclusions and recommendations for action to the world....If we deliver with concrete follow-up ideas and share these ideas more broadly and effectively, I am confident this Congress will be a catalyst for change, and I am confident that the thought-leaders and decision-makers around the world will be listening and will hear us as never before.
· You will be hearing more from me and 16 other speakers from the business community over the next three days – illustrating the private sector's commitment to the issue and this Congress as a catalyst for action.
· I pledge to you that the private sector will be making specific recommendations, identifying specific action steps…and offering their support.  As for BASCAP, we will be telling you about our plans for more public awareness and education, our action plan for engaging with the G8 and pushing for change in national capitals.
· In closing, I would urge all of you, perhaps even challenge each of you personally, to see how you can make this Congress a catalyst for change and action.
� His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum (born July 22, 1949) is currently the Prime Minister and Vice President of the United Arab Emirates, as well as the Ruler of Dubai. (note: If a man's name is Ali bin Ahmed bin Saleh Al-Fulani. He is called Ali by his friends and family. His family name is Al-Fulani. So bin Ahmed bin Saleh means that he is the son of Ahmed who is in turn the son of Saleh)
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